MARATHAS IN GUJARAT

of money, obtained by selling Dhoraji to Jadeja Kumbhoji
of Gondal in AJD. 1754* For the remaining four years of
Sher Khan Babi's life peace existed in Junagadh. He
did not again leave his newly acquired possessions, and
he ceased to take an interest in the disturbing affairs
taking place in Gujarat during the time the Marathas
were making their supremacy there firmly established.

The Marathas in A.D. 1753 captured Ahmadabad, and
though Momin Khan remained in Gujarat as Viceroy for
the Moghal Emperor, his position was really only nominal.
The Marathas practically occupied the country, and the
Peshwa of Poona divided the tribute with the Gaekwad
of Baroda. Indeed at Ahmadabad coins ceased to be
struck in the name of the Emperor. The chiefs of
Saurashtra withheld tribute, and the Moghals were unable
to enforce any demands. Saurashtra soon ceased to
acknowledge any authority from Delhi, and the peninsula
became overrun by Maratha armies, annually collecting
the chouthy or fourth part of the revenue, which they
declared to be their due.

Shortly after Sheshabhai Jhala had established himself
firmly at Sayla he succeeded in getting his elder brother,
Gajsinhji of Halwad, completely under his influence, and
finally made an attempt to usurp his dominions, and
become himself the head of the Jhalas. He obtained
possession of Dhrangadhra, and was not evicted until
much hard fighting had occurred in efforts by Gajsinhji
to retake the town. On his quitting Dhrangadhra, Bai
Jijiba, wife of Gajsinhji, installed herself there and ruled
for her husband, he remaining at Halwad. Each paid
half of the tribute due to the Marathas, and this unusual
arrangement worked entirely satisfactorily.

On October 17, 1756, the nominal Viceroy for the
Emperor Alamgir II in Gujarat, Momin Khan, reassembled
an army and drove the Marathas out of Ahmadabad.
But this success was temporary only, for in less than two
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